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The history of the Australian Jewish Community détesk to 1788 when
about 750 convicts and their guards landed in Sydney to statishirenal
colony. Amongst this first group there were about 16 Jewse Niewish
prisoners arrived, among them wkey Solomon(widely believed to be the
model for Dickens’ Fagin) antleddy “Jew Boy” Davisa bushranger.
Another convict settler wakohn Harris, who became Australia’s first
policeman! Prior to the arrival of the convicts, the amtgupants of
Australia were the Indian tribes, which were mainly Agme and Maori
Tribes.

Joseph Marcus, a German-born convict with a good knoeleflg
Judaism, conducted the first services in 1817. By theoétite 1820’s
Free Jewish settlers started to arrive, one of whig$ Rhillip Joseph
Cohen. He began conducting services in his home. The nurhbewish
settlers grew, and in 1831 a petition was sent to thergowef the county,
And a congregation was formally established. Someeobther early
settlers included the Montefiore family, Barnett Levy (Wbonded the first
Theatre in Sydney)

Finally, in 1844, (the Jewish population was then apprataiyn 900) the
First synagogue building was consecrated. During the 1850’'sla-gadh
Occurred (which lasted a short time) and a significant murabJews
migrated to Australia from England and Germany to seek theturfe!

Most of the present Jewish population is the reswitasles of
immigration, which followed the world wars. The Britishposed a 25%
guota on Jews arriving in Australia. In March, 1947, thp $bhan de Witt
Was the only ship to arrive in Sydney without the “quotdijc was lifted
by the immigration ministerthur Calwell .

Today, the Jewish population of Australia approaches 100&x)le,
and approximately 40,000 live in Sydney. (The population oh8yds
close to 5,000,000.) As with many other cities, about two-thivesiti the
Suburbs. It is interesting to note that more than 50%edewish children
in Sydney attends one of the five Jewish Day Schools.

There are 27 synagogues in Sidney, the majority \05%shich are
orthodox, the balance are composed of Lubavich, SephargidReformed
synagogues. There are no conservative synagogues.
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There are also two michvas , eight kosher restauramidpankosher
caterers. In addition, there are branches of evejgridawish organization
Such as NCW, Hadassah, B’nai Brith, etc. Therevisrg active Holocaust
survival group,The Australian Assn of Jewish Holocaust Survivors and
Descendants Incwhich publishes a monthly magazine calB®CHOR.

Recently (published Sept.2000) an Australian surna¥dine Holocaust,
Olga Horak, has authored a chilling book on her experiences titled
“Auschwitz To Australia’ | thoroughly enjoyed reading the book!

The Great Synagogue in Sydney is the only synagoghe business
section of the city. The synagogue is “modern orthoduaxith allows
congregants to use auto and public transportation to the($here are few
places to park, so the vast majority arrives by ferayintrmonorail and bus).
They also use electricity on shabbos and the high holy tagd.other
aspects, however, the shul is strictly orthodox. Theésnsost magnificent
shul. The magnificent facade was removed many years agjth@exterior
Is most ordinary. (We would not have found it had we not hadtdress!)
The interior, however, maintains all its magnificenesylor. Built in 1878,
It boasts a membership of approx. 2,000. Of interest to ndiatisince the
shul was built; the present rabbi is only tfierabbi in a span of 122 years!

Recently, due to increased concern over antitisemworldwide,
(although it is not really an issue in Australia) Geeat Synagogue has
iImposed somewhat draconian security measures. Publicaicuosnly on
Tuesday and Thursday at noon. (We arrived at 11:55 a.m., @adddns
were locked at 12:05 p.m.!) We had to undergo questioning, eteck
belongings (purses, cameras, etc.) and pass through a metabdet
Admission to services is by ticket only, and must bareged in advance.
The tour, however, was very impressive, and consistad ofteractive film
in the synagogue proper, showing the history of the synagagddights
Automatically turning on and off, etc. It was basical@signed for non-Jews
As, according to the tour guide, a large number of tounistei@t Jewish.

The Sydney Jewish Museum was a pleasant surfrises two
permanent exhibitions, one on the culture and historyeofAtlstralian Jews,
and the second, a history of the Holocaust, an interagxiibit starting
with Hitler’s rise to power, continuing through the ghettos @mtcentration

Camps and ending with liberation and the ensuing pursuisate.
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The Holocaust section also includes a recreationstrie@t in the Warsaw
Ghetto, and many of the artifacts in the exhibit wereatkuhby Holocaust
Survivors who live in Australia. The Volunteer Guides ar¢he main,
Survivors of the Shoah.

One of the more interesting exhibits are copiesedw York Times
from the late ‘30s and early ‘40s telling the full stoéscrystalnacht
As well as the rise of Hitler and concluding with theedom of Jews from
The concentration camps. | only wish that | had more towead these!

A group of us had arranged for an early tour wighrétbbi, who opened
up the museum 15 minutes early, before the regular touredstamwas
fortunate enough to take about 10 pictures, until a security gt@vded
me. The rabbi is the “head honcho” and this is his fukétoncupation.

He does not have a pulpit. He narrated a fascinatingriist the country.

Lastly, a word about anti-Semitism. Although itad very widespread in
Australia, there is an occasional incident, but it ted a negligible impact
On Jewish participation in Australian life. Jews hawede important
contributions to society in the fields of politics, spobssiness, and
philanthropy, as well as the in the arts, and in acadamdgorofessional
fields.

In conclusion, we found that Australia, althougihadway, affords a
new insight in the people “down under”
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