AVISIT TO THE JEWISH COMMUNITY IN DUBLIN, IRELAND

Robert W. Case

On a recent trip to Ireland, we decided to visit theisle Community in Ireland.

First of all, the original Jews (five families) dett in Ireland about 1100 A.C.E.
Unfortunately, all the writings are in Gaelic from thenals of Innisfallen, and to my
Knowledge has never been translated into English. {bfase Irish Jews are trilingual,
And are fluent in English, Gaelic, and Hebrew.) Whtldel is known about the middle
Ages the Ballyborough Jewish Cemetery in downtown Duldmdravestones dated in
the early 1700’s and are one of the two Jewish CemastgriDublin. The cemeteries
Have caretakers (not Jewish) who live on the prensisdsare employees of the Irish
Government.

The population of Dublin is approximately 1,000,000 people there are presently
About 1800 Jews living in Dublin, of which 85% are orthodox.réhe a kosher butcher
shop and a kosher bakery! Many Jews came to Ireland gatihepart of this century,
when the ships that were traveling to the U.S. and Castagaed in Dublin to take on
provisions for the arduous sail across the Atlantic. M@agsengers, probably seasick
from the trip, disembarked in Dublin. In the early 40's,8ewish population of Dublin
was about 5,000. After Israel became a State, manyof thoved to Israel.

While almost everyone knows that Bobby Briscoe thaslewish mayor of Dublin,
As was his son, in reality there were five Jewish angyf Dublin, going back to the
early 1700’s. There is also, at present, three-eleet@skd councilman in Dublin.
These, incidentally, are elected by popular vote! We falsnd out, to my surprise, that
Chaim Herzog was born in Dublin, and his fathd&abbi | saac Halevi Herzog, was not
only born in Dublin, But was the chief Rabbi of Ireland !

A visit to the Irish-Jewish museum was the hidftligf our trip. The museum, located
in the downtown area of Dublin, is located on a gsid¢ street, and was formerly the
synagogue in the center of Jewish life in Dublin. Adwmitany countries, the Jews
moved out of the city center into the suburbs, andsyhagogue was boarded up for
about 10 years. Since there is (according to the Jags | met) NO antisemitism in
Ireland, when they finally opened the museum, therensasandalism !

The museum offers a multitude of archives, arsfaand informative displays
on this little known part of Irish history. The groundadito contains a plethora
of information on Irish-Judaism, beginning with histomyddranching out to include
such topics as prominent people, stories of various comesirdaily life, etc.
adjacent to the exhibit hall is a well-stocked kitchent agisted in a Jewish home
many decades ago. In fact, this was once the actual kitdlibe museum’s caretaker !

The actual synagogue is upstairs on the second lid@as been preserved so well
that | would imagine they could actually conduct servibese if they wished to.

The overall atmosphere is quiet, warm, andkeelaand very friendly. The curator
| talked to (can you imagine a Jew speaking English wittoaounced brogue and
Jewish intonations ! After asking him a slew of questjd asked him if there was
anyone named “ Lapides” (my grandmother’s maiden naheejny surprise, he said
that there was a “Harry Lapidus” that belonged to thé k5 | asked him for the address,



and we found it in the telephone book. | wrote him getemmediately, and | was
surprised | received no answer-only to hear from a distausin in Zaire, Africa
that Mr. Lapidus had forwarded my letter to her ,as yesight is failing, and had
no access to a computer ! He was a second cousin to ngngogher , and my cousin
had visited him in Ireland two years ago.

This certainly was a very interesting experieaogl if any of you plan on going
To Ireland, be sure to visit this fascinating place!
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