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         Although there has been much written about Jewish Italy, there is 
nothing on the Internet or in the literature that relates to Jewish history in 
Sicily. On a recent visit to Taormina, Sicily, we stumbled on the building 
below. I asked the storekeeper, who said that there was a Jewish community 
there in the 16th century, but vanished during the Spanish Inquisition. When 
the building was built, there was some rubble remaining from a Synagogue, 
apparently, and the Stars were saved and incorporated into the building 
design. A Jewish shopkeeper from New Jersey who has lived there for 10 
years confirmed this. 
          Briefly, the Greeks colonized Sicily in 736 BCE, followed by The 
Siracusans, the Saracens, the Spanish, and the French, then reoccupied by 
the Spanish until the Bourbons conquered in 1734, and lasted until 1861 
when Italy was reunited. 
         The mystery is that of the municipal building built in 1704, with the 
two Jewish stars on the façade of the building!    Who? Why?  How come? 
 
If you can supply any information, please e-mail me 
At bobcele@yahoo.com 
  
Thank you! 
 
 

 


